SHARED PARENTING BROCHURE

FICTION AND FACTS CONCERNING BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD
SETTING THE SCENE

1.
Almost half of the children in the U.S. are deprived of the lifelong benefits of two parents who share the parenting throughout the first 18 years of their children’s lives. 

Who are children living with? 1
· 55%  Biological Mother and Father

· 37%  Biological Mother (12% divorced, 11 % never married, 14 % stepfather, 2% boyfriend)

·   4%  Biological Father  (  2% divorced, 1% stepmother, 0.5% girlfriend)
·   5%  Neither Biological Parent

2.
Only 15%- 20% of parents share parenting after divorce8, 17, 36.
3.
Existing legal procedures & attitudes of people who influence the decisions about children’s living arrangements often make shared parenting harder to achieve40,48-51,70.
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	DIVORCED  DADS
	DIVORCED  MOMS

	· Most divorces are initiated by the wife because she doesn’t feel her husband meets her emotional needs or communicate well enough - not because of adultery, physical abuse, drug or alcohol problems.  QUOTE "8" 
8
  QUOTE "39" 
39

· More than 80% of divorced fathers pay their full child support.  QUOTE "40;41" 
40;41

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03209\1ACensus Bureau 2007 209 /id\00\1A\00 
 

· Fathers are more depressed, stressed, and disheartened than mothers after divorce because they miss their children so much.�ë\13\00CÃÂw\04\00\00\00ÎÃÂw\07ÄÂw&\00\00\00ÿÿÿÿFµ,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03244\11Baum 2006 244 /id\00\11\00  QUOTE "8;19;20" 
8;19;20

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03345#Bokker, Farley, et al. 2005 345 /id\00#\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03309!Hetherington & Kelly 2002 309 /id\00!\00 
 �ë\13\00CÃÂw\04\00\00\00ÎÃÂw\07ÄÂw&\00\00\00ÿÿÿÿ\16µ,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03298\1FHallman & Deinhart 2007 298 /id\00\1F\00  QUOTE "21;42" 
21;42

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03352\12Stone 2007 352 /id\00\12\00 

· Most fathers are not much better off financially than mothers after divorce.�ë\13\00CÃÂw\04\00\00\00ÎÃÂw\07ÄÂw&\00\00\00ÿÿÿÿæ´,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03310\13Braver 1998 310 /id\00\13\00  QUOTE "40;43-45" 
40;43-45

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03109\14Comanor 2004 109 /id\00\14\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03260\1BFolse & Varela 2002 260 /id\00\1B\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03346\1CMandel & Shlomo 2006 346 /id\00\1C\00 
 
· Compared to less educated moms, college educated, white mothers tend to be as angry or angrier  about financial matters after divorce. QUOTE "8" 
8
 

· Father are more likely than mothers to stay in an unhappy marriage for the sake of the kids.  QUOTE "8;39" 
8;39

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03450\1EGottman & Gottman 2007 450 /id\00\1E\00 


	· Mothers tend to stay angrier longer and refuse to forgive more than fathers after divorce. QUOTE "8;80" 
8;80

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03309!Hetherington & Kelly 2002 309 /id\00!\00 

· Many programs for divorced parents are aimed at convincing moms to allow dads to be involved in their children’s lives. QUOTE "64;81" 
64;81

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03368$Markham, Ganong, et al. 2007 368 /id\00$\00 
 

· Many divorced mothers admit that they have denied visitation, made it extremely difficult for the father to see the children and don’t want to share the parenting  QUOTE "36;64;81-85" 
36;64;81-85

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03104\12Baker 2007 104 /id\00\12\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03220\13Clawar 2003 220 /id\00\13\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03241\1FCookston & Griffin 2007 241 /id\00\1F\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03103\12Kelly 2007 103 /id\00\12\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03322\1DMadden & Leonard 2002 322 /id\00\1D\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03368$Markham, Ganong, et al. 2007 368 /id\00$\00 
 

· Many young adults say that when it came to criticizing, badmouthing and demeaning the other parent, their mothers were worse than their fathers after the divorce. QUOTE "31" 
31
  QUOTE "83;84" 
83;84

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03220\13Clawar 2003 220 /id\00\13\00 
  

· Roughly one third of mothers move the kids 400-500 miles away from their fathers within the first two years of divorce, drastically reducing the time that fathers and children spend together.  QUOTE "18;36" 
18;36

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03103\12Kelly 2007 103 /id\00\12\00 
  

· When the mother remarries, she tends to be more willing to share the kids with their father.  QUOTE "3" 
3
   

	SHARED PARENTING- FICTION VS FACT

	#
	FICTION
	FACT

	1
	Most children are satisfied with how much time they spend (or spent) with their fathers after their parents’ divorce. As long as the mom has enough money, kids don’t pay a price for too little fathering after divorce.
	The vast majority of children say they want – or wanted - more time with their fathers. Those who don’t get enough fathering after their parents divorce are more likely to have social and psychological problems throughout their lives  QUOTE "5;7;8;12;13;17;26;27;31;32;32;36;55-61" 
5;7;8;12;13;17;26;27;31;32;32;36;55-61

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03207\19Bauserman.R. 2002 207 /id\00\19\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03380\1DBreivik & Olweus 2007 380 /id\00\1D\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03258\15Chadwick 2002 258 /id\00\15\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\0279\1DFinley & Schwartz 2007 79 /id\00\1D\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\0284\14Fabricus 2003 84 /id\00\14\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03307\12Emery 2004 307 /id\00\12\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\0279\1DFinley & Schwartz 2007 79 /id\00\1D\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03234\1AHarvey & Fine 2004 234 /id\00\1A\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03309!Hetherington & Kelly 2002 309 /id\00!\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03103\12Kelly 2007 103 /id\00\12\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03252\11King 2006 252 /id\00\11\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03364\14Laumann 2000 364 /id\00\14\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\0285\15Marquardt 2005 85 /id\00\15\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03233$Wallerstein & Blakeslee 2004 233 /id\00$\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03210\14Warshak 2001 210 /id\00\14\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03253!Scott, Booth, et al. 2007 253 /id\00!\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\018\12Nielsen 2006 8 /id\00\12\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03257\12Smith 2003 257 /id\00\12\00 



	2
	Divorced parents obviously can’t get along well enough to share parenting so it’s better that mom raise the kids.    
	Most parents can cooperate well enough to share parenting and most become more cooperative after attending parenting programs.  QUOTE "62-69" 
62-69

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03332\14Brandon 2006 332 /id\00\14\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03241\1FCookston & Griffin 2007 241 /id\00\1F\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03333\1CCriddle & Scott 2005 333 /id\00\1C\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03330\17Fine & Pei 2005 330 /id\00\17\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03245'Pruett, Insabellla, et al. 2005 245 /id\00'\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03331\12Stone 2006 331 /id\00\12\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03349\1CToews & McKenry 2007 349 /id\00\1C\00 
 



	3
	Infants and kids under five should live full time with their mom because they are too young to spend nights at their dad’s.
	Infants and young children should not be away from either parent for more than a few days and are not disrupted by spending nights in both homes.  QUOTE "50;70;71" 
50;70;71

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03256\1BPruett & et al 2004 256 /id\00\1B\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03271\14Warshak 2000 271 /id\00\14\00 
  



	4
	When kids spend more time living with dad, they will be worse off financially because their father will have to pay so much less child support.
	The more time dad gets to spend with his kids, the more money he usually spends on child support and on voluntary expenses such as clothes, camps, and college educations.  QUOTE "17;40;72;73" 
17;40;72;73

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03281\1EFabricus & Braver 2003 281 /id\00\1E\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03283\1EFabricus & Braver 2003 283 /id\00\1E\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03233$Wallerstein & Blakeslee 2004 233 /id\00$\00 



	5
	Most divorced fathers don't want more parenting responsibility or more time with their kids.  


	The overwhelmingly majority of divorced fathers want to spend more time with their kids and have more parenting responsibility  QUOTE "8;20;21;23;24;40;42;45;64;74" 
8;20;21;23;24;40;42;45;64;74

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03345#Bokker, Farley, et al. 2005 345 /id\00#\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03241\1FCookston & Griffin 2007 241 /id\00\1F\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03286\1CFagan & Hawkins 2003 286 /id\00\1C\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03186\14Farrell 2001 186 /id\00\14\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03348\14Frieman 2007 348 /id\00\14\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03298\1FHallman & Deinhart 2007 298 /id\00\1F\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03309!Hetherington & Kelly 2002 309 /id\00!\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03346\1CMandel & Shlomo 2006 346 /id\00\1C\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03352\12Stone 2007 352 /id\00\12\00 
    

	6
	Kids would rather live with mom than hassle with living in both parents’ homes.

	Kids who lived in both parents home on a regular basis preferred this to living with mom. Young adults who lived mainly with their mothers wish they had lived more with dad.  QUOTE "31;32;58;75" 
31;32;58;75

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03208\1FBuchanan & Maccoby 1996 208 /id\00\1F\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\0279\1DFinley & Schwartz 2007 79 /id\00\1D\00 

 QUOTE ""  ADDIN REFMAN ÿ\11\05‘\19\01\00\00\00\00\01\00\00,c:\5Cprogram files\5Creference manager 9\5Cnielsen\03\00\03364\14Laumann 2000 364 /id\00\14\00 



	7
	Fathers could have their kids live with them much more of the time if they really wanted to share the parenting
	Fathers often don’t have enough money to set up a home suitable for kids to live in regularly or to hire lawyers to fight for shared parenting time. 
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