THE VALUE OF EQUAL PARENTING
(Post-Divorce, Rebuttable, Presumptive Equal Parenting Legislation)

1. Equal Parenting is in the best interests of children.

(Dr. Warren Farrell, Author, Father and Child Reunion, 2001;   Dr. Robert Bauserman, the American Psychological Association, Journal of Family Psychology, March 2002;   Dr. Edward Kruk, Journal of Divorce and Remarriage, Vol. 43(3/4), August 2005.)
2. Equal Parenting resolves the problem of growing up fatherless, which is a stronger indicator of a child’s poor development (emotional problems, anxieties, behavioral problems, learning disabilities, truancy, runaways, teen-age pregnancy, drug abuse, criminality, mental illness, suicide, etc.) than both income and race.

(D.A. Smith and G.R. Jarjoura, “Social Structure and Criminal Victimization”, Journal of Research In Crime and Delinquency 25, February, 1988;   Robert H. Coombs and John Landsverk, “Parenting Styles and Substance Abuse During Childhood and Adolescence”, Journal of Marriage and Family, Vol. 50, p. 479, Table 4, May 1988;   Dr. Judith S. Wallerstein and Sandra Blakeslee, Second Chances: Men, Women and Children a Decade After Divorce, 1989;   William Galston and Elaine Kamarck, Putting Children First, Progressive Policy Institute, 1990;   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Center for Health Statistics, Survey on Child Health, Washington, DC, 1993;   David Blankenhorn, Fatherless America: Confronting Our Most Urgent Social Problem, 1995;   Wade Horn, “Why Fathers Count”, Men’s Health, p. 48, September 1995;   N. Vaden-Kierman, N. Ialongo, J. Pearson, and S. Kellam, "Household Family Structure and Children's Aggressive Behavior: A Longitudinal Study of Urban Elementary School Children," Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology 23, no. 5, 1995;   Maggie Gallagher, The Abolition of Marriage: How We Destroy Lasting Love, pp. 48-49, 1996;   Dr. Warren Farrell, Author, Father and Child Reunion, 2001;   Cynthia C. Harper and Sara S. McLanahan, "Father Absence and Youth Incarceration" Journal of Research on Adolescence 14, pp. 369-397, 2004;   Stephen Baskerville, “Is There Really A Fatherhood Crisis?” The Independent Review, Vol. 8, No. 4, Spring 2004;   Carl McCurley and Howard Snyder, “Risk, protection, and family structure”, OJJDP Juvenile Justice Bulletin, Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 2007.)

3. Equal Parenting is desired by children themselves.

(Richard A. Warshak, Family Relations – Interdisciplinary Journal of Applied Family Studies, Volume 52, Issue 4, October 2003;   Dr. Edward Kruk, Journal of Divorce and Remarriage, Vol. 43(3/4), August 2005;   Dr. Gordon E. Finley and Dr. Seth J. Schwartz, Family Court Review, Volume 45, Issue 4, October, 2007.)

4. Equal Parenting reduces domestic violence, conflict, and false allegations of abuse.

(Dr. Robert Bauserman, the American Psychological Association, Journal of Family Psychology, March 2002;   Dr. Edward Kruk, Journal of Divorce and Remarriage, Vol. 43(3/4), August 2005.)

5. Equal Parenting would stop the massive transfer of wealth from children’s standard of living into lawyers’ and other disabling professionals’ pockets.

(This statement is self-evident. [Evidence showing expenditures directly by parents to lawyers (about $25,000 per client) because of divorce litigation include: Canadian Lawyer Magazine, “The Going Rate”, September 2003; Regina Shared Parenting Network, Internal Survey, 2004; Durham Women’s Organization [Durham Region, Ontario], [http://www.durhamresponsetowomanabuse.com/report/focus.html], Report, The Focus Group Research – 52 Women Speak Out].)

6. Equal Parenting continues the pre-divorce advantages for children of having both parents fully involved with their lives.

(This statement is self-evident. [Also, see: Dr. Edward Kruk, Journal of Divorce and Remarriage, Vol. 43(3/4), August 2005].)

7. Equal Parenting supports the current extensive involvement of fathers in raising their children.

(Dr. Warren Farrell, Author, Father and Child Reunion, 2001;   Dr. Edward Kruk, Journal of Divorce and Remarriage, Vol. 43(3/4), August 2005.)

8. Equal Parenting reduces divorce rates.

(Margaret F. Brinig and Frank H. Buckley, “No-Fault Laws and At-Fault People”, International Review of Law and Economics 18: 325-40, 1998;   Dr. Sanford Braver, Department of Psychology, Arizona State University, Tucson, Arizona, Divorced Dads: Shattering the Myths, 1998;   Margaret F. Brinig and Doug W. Allen, “These Boots Are Made for Walking: Why Most Divorce Filers are Women,” American Law and Economics Review 2: 126-69, 2000;   Stéphane Mechoulan, “Divorce Laws and the Structure of the American Family,” Paper, University of Toronto, 2005.)

9. Equal Parenting stops the removal of children to a distant jurisdiction by one parent which, of course, is detrimental to a child’s well-being given point number one above.

(This statement is self-evident.)

10. Equal Parenting was supported by the feminist movement in the 1960s and 1970s, and it supports the egalitarian feminist’s desire for fathers to be equally involved in parenting.

(Attorney Karen DeCrow, Former President of the U.S. National Organization for Women (NOW) (1974-1977), Syracuse News Times, January 5, 1994;   Dr. Warren Farrell, Author, Part 2 “The Politics of Bringing Dad Home Again – The Feminism That Was”, Father and Child Reunion, 2001.)

11. Equal Parenting is supported by both Erin Pizzey and Senator Anne Cools –  the founders of the women’s shelter movement in the UK and Canada respectively.

(Erin Pizzey, Author and Journalist, [http://www.sossandra.org/author/erin-pizzey]; Senator Anne Cools, [http://www.sen.parl.gc.ca/acools/], [http://www.fact.on.ca/news/news0211/rg021114.htm].)

12. Equal Parenting is a basic human rights issue for both children and parents.

(Dr. Michael Ignatieff, Member of Parliament, Parliament of Canada, The Rights Revolution, Chapter IV, 2000.)

13. Equal Parenting reduces suicide and suicide ideation.

(Dr. Pierre Baume, Head - Australian Institute for Suicide Research and Prevention, Griffith University, Queensland, Australia; Dr. Steven Stack, Wayne State University, Detroit, Michigan, Omega: Journal of Death and Dying, 1996-97, v.34, #1;   Dr. A. J. Kposowa, Department of Sociology, University of California, Riverside, California, “Marital Status and Suicide in the National Longitudinal Mortality Study”, Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health, April 2000, and, Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health, 2003, v57, #12.)

14. Equal Parenting is only a small step past the standard court-ordered access of every other weekend and Wednesday evenings.

(This statement is self-evident. [Not counting 10 hours per day of night-time nor 6 hours per day of school-time, current access orders equal about 48 hours every two weeks that the child would be with the access parent, which is about 38% of the time a child is awake and not at school].)

15. Equal Parenting reduces non-compliance with child support orders.

(Judi Bartfeld and Daniel R. Meyer, “Are there really deadbeat dads? The relationship between ability to pay, enforcement, and compliance in nonmarital child support cases”, Social Science Review, 68 (2), 219-235, 1994;   Margaret F. Brinig and F.H. Buckley, Joint Custody: Bonding and Monitoring Theories, 73 Ind. L.J. 393, 1998;   Dr. Sanford Braver, Department of Psychology, Arizona State University, Tucson, Arizona, Divorced Dads: Shattering the Myths, 1998;   Margaret F. Brinig and Doug W. Allen, “These Boots Are Made for Walking: Why Most Divorce Filers are Women,” American Law and Economics Review 2: 126-69, 2000;   Dr. Warren Farrell, Author, Father and Child Reunion, 2001.)

16. EQUAL PARENTING IS SUPPORTED BY 80% OF THE CANADIAN PUBLIC, AND BY 90% IN QUEBEC!

(SES Research, Toronto, Canada, February, 2007, [http://www.sesresearch.com/main.asp].)
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